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Turn the Power ON
Slide the Power ON/OFF 

switch to the ON position.  

Talara-32 
Operation Manual 

ERASE ALL MESSAGES
A recessed push-button may be used to ERASE ALL 
MESSAGES.  Once erased, the messages cannot be 
retrieved.  

1. Switch to RECORD Mode.  
2. Use a toothpick, bent paper clip, or other small probe to press the 

ERASE ALL MESSAGES button.  
3. Press the button for at least 3 seconds.  The Record/Play LED 

will blink to confirm the erasure.  
4. Switch to PLAY Mode.  

Changing BATTERIES
The battery compartment contains four (4) Alkaline AA cells.  
The battery drawer is easily removed.  

1. Press the tabs on the Battery Drawer towards the center and pull 
out the Battery Drawer.  

2. Remove the batteries and replace them.  Be sure to insert the bat-
teries in the proper direction as shown in the inside of the Battery 
Drawer.  

3. Verify that both tabs are securely latched when the Battery Draw-
er is installed.  

Notes: The Talara-32 will emit a Single 5-Beep signal when the 
battery is Low and Two (2) 5-Beep signals when the battery 
is Very Low.  The LED on Key 11 will light in either situation.  

 Audio quality and output will degrade quickly after the Very 
Low Battery notice.  Messages should not be recorded if a 
Low or Very Low Battery signal has been given.  

Changing OVERLAYS
The Overlay Retainer and Keyguards are held in place by 
screws along the lower section and are hinged to be lifted  
from the top-center for inserting overlays.  The Overlay 
Retainer and Keyguards are held down by magnets.  

Overlays should be cut to size: 
10-3/8” x 7-1/4” (26.4 X 18.4 cm) 

The LEDs are very bright and will show through most 
overlays.  However, holes punched at the LED locations will 
brighten their effect, especially for scanning.  Punching holes 
for the microphone and Record/Play LED will enhance their 
effectiveness.  Punching holes where the handle screwheads 
are located will allow the overlays  to sit flat.   

OFF ON

It is not necessary to turn off the Talara-32 
unless it is to be unused for a long time.  
All recordings will be saved regardless of 
whether the power is on or off, or whether or 
not there are charged batteries in the unit.  

Recording and Playback
1. Switch to RECORD Mode.  
2. Press and hold any  

of the Message Keys 
 and, while the RECORD/
PLAY LED is lighted, speak 
into the microphone.  

3. Switch to PLAY Mode.  
4. Press the Message Key 

to hear the recording. 
Pressing the KEY PATTERN Function 
Key during PLAYBACK will stop the 
output.   

RECORD/PLAY
Switch Jack

SCAN SPEED

SCAN MODE
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Magnets
The magnets used at the top edge of the Overlay Retainer and Keyguards are very powerful.  Do not bring them within 12 inches (30 cm) of 
magnetic based storage devices such as desktop or laptop computers, hard drives, floppy disks, cassette tapes, VHS tapes, or credit cards.  Keep 
away from computer monitors, VCR’s and TV’s.   Ask a physician about possible risks to anyone in the environment who wears a PACEMAKER.  
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SCANNING
Three (3) single-switch SCAN Modes are provided in 
the Talara-32:  MANUAL Linear Step and Directed, 
AUTOMATIC  Linear, and ROW/COLUMN.   The SCAN 
Mode is selected with a rotary switch.  Disable scan by 
setting the switch to any unlabeled position.  
SCAN Speed for MANUAL Directed and AUTOMATIC 
scanning is set by a rotary control.  Entry Delay Time is 
set automatically.  

1. Set the SCAN Mode.  
2. Plug in and activate a switch.  
3. Set the SCAN Speed as needed.  

MANUAL LINEAR SCAN
Step Scan 

Each activation of the switch will move the Message Key 
LED to the next key.  The pattern is left-to-right, top-to-
bottom.  When released, the message will be spoken after 
the Delay Time has passed.  

Directed Scan 
Holding the switch closed will cause the Message Key 
LEDs to scan left-to-right, top-to-bottom.  When released, 
the message will be spoken after the Delay Time.  

 Activating the switch during the Delay Time period will 
negate the entry and the scan will continue.  

Re-recording
Messages may be re-recorded at any time.  

Selecting and Recording in LEVELs
The LEVEL Function Key shows the present LEVEL 
and is used to change LEVELs.  The four (4) top-left 
Message Key LEDs are used to indicate the LEVELs.  

1. Press and release the LEVEL Function Key to see the pres-
ent LEVEL.  While the LEVEL LED is lighted…

2. Press and release the LEVEL Function Key to change to 
the next LEVEL.  

3. Repeat to circulate through the LEVELs.  
4. Stop on the LEVEL wanted.  

Setting Output VOLUME
There are two (2) VOLUME Function Keys—UP and 
DOWN.  The eight (8) top Message Key LEDs are used 
to indicate the LEVELs.  The left-most Message Key 
is zero (0) VOLUME, the right-most Message Key is 
maximum VOLUME.   

1. Press and release either VOLUME Function Key to see the 
present setting.  While the VOLUME LED is lighted…

2. Press and release either VOLUME Function Key to change 
the VOLUME.  

3. Stop on the VOLUME wanted.  

Setting Message KEY PATTERN
The Talara-32 can be set to any of six (6) Message 
Key patterns:  32-Key, 16-Key, 8-Key, 4-Vertical 
Keys, 4-Horizontal Keys (2 x 2), and 2-Key.  The KEY 
PATTERN Function Key is only usable in RECORD 
Mode.     

1. Switch to RECORD Mode.  
2. Press the KEY PATTERN Function Key to see the present 

KEY PATTERN.  (The Message Key LEDs illuminate to 
display the KEY PATTERN.)  

3. Press and release the KEY PATTERN Function Key again 
to change the KEY PATTERN.  

4. Repeat to circulate through the KEY PATTERNs.  
5. Stop on the KEY PATTERN wanted.  
6. Switch to PLAY Mode.  

Switch Jack SCAN MODE
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SCAN SPEED

AUTOMATIC LINEAR SCAN
Activating and releasing the switch will cause the Message Key LEDs to scan left-to-right, top-to-bottom.  
When activated again, the scan will stop and the message will be spoken after the Delay Time.  
Activating and releasing the switch during the Delay Time period will negate the entry and the scan will 
start over from the beginning.  

ROW / COLUMN SCAN
Activating and releasing the switch will cause the Message Key LEDs to scan one row at a time, top-to-
bottom.  When activated again, the Message Key LEDs will scan one column at a time, left-to-right.  When 
activated again, the scan will stop and the message will be spoken after the Delay Time.  
Activating and releasing the switch during the Delay Time period will negate the entry and the scan will 
start over from the top.  

Rotating the Scan Mode knob 180° will cause the scans to move from right-to-left.  

SCAN MODE


